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THREAD
SUMMARY:
UNLOCK YOUR
NEXT LITERARY
JOURNEY WITH
OUR CONCISE
REVIEWS

A t
server1.paragourmet.c
om, we are devoted to
helping  you  uncover
your  next  terrific  read
by  providing  concise
and  informat ive  A
Spool  Of  Blue  Thread
publication  summaries
in  different  categories.
Whether  you ' re  a
devoted  viewers  or  a
casual book lover, our

recaps  supply  a  look
right into the world of
each  publ icat ion ,
allowing  you  to  make
educated  cho ices
about  what  to  check
out following.
A Spool Of Blue Thread
recaps  cover  a  wide
variety  of  categories,
consisting  of  gripping
thrillers,  informative
non-fiction,
h e a r t w a r m i n g
romances,  and  extra.
With  our  testimonials,
you'll  get  essential
understandings  right
into  the  main  motifs,
characters,  and  story
points that make each
book special.
Whether you're looking
for  your  fo l lowing
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literary  experience  or
s i m p l y  i n t e n d  t o
discover  different
styles, A Spool Of Blue
Thread summaries are
the  best  beginning
factor.  So  why  wait?
Beginning  discovering
our  summaries  today
and  unlock  your  next
fantastic read!

INTRODUCING
TRICK INSIGHTS
OF A SPOOL OF
BLUE THREAD

Our publication recaps
provide a lot more than
a brief summary of the
plot - we look into the
heart  of  the  tale  and
disclose  the  essential
understandings  that
m a k e  e a c h  b o o k
special. Whether it's a
page-turning thriller or
a  reflective  narrative,
we supply a taste of A
Spool  Of  Blue  Thread
significance  to  aid  you
determine  if  it's  the
ideal suitable for you.

Understa
nding
Character
s in A
Spool Of
Blue
Thread
Personalities  are  the
driving pressure of the
story,  and  we  take  a
closer  take  a  look  at
their  personalities,
insp i ra t ions ,  and
connections.  With  our
character  evaluations,
you can obtain a much
better  understanding
of their  functions in A
Spool  Of  Blue  Thread
story and just how they
add  to  the  general
narrative.
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Diving
right into
Motifs
S t y l e s  a r e  t h e
underlying  messages
or  concepts  that  the
author  shares  through
the story. We discover
the  central  styles  of
each  publ icat ion ,
h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e
author's  message  and
offering  insights  into
exactly  how  it  might
apply to your life.

Discoveri
ng A
Spool Of
Blue

Thread
Story
Points
A Spool Of Blue Thread
plot is the sequence of
occasions  that  drive
the story  forward.  We
break down the major
plot  points,  giving  a
summary of  the tale's
f r a m e w o r k  a n d
highlighting  essential
minutes that form the
story.

"With our
insights,
you can
get a taste
of A Spool
Of Blue
Thread's
essence
and
determine
if it's the
ideal fit for
you."
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Contrasti
ng and
Contrasti
ng
For  books  within  the
very  same  genre,  we
offer  relative  analyses
to  showcase  the i r
s i m i l a r i t i e s  a n d
dist inct ions .  Th is
enables  you  to  get  a
m u c h  b e t t e r
understanding  of  the
various  approaches
authors  take  within  a
particular style.

Revealing
Conceale
d Gems

in A Spool
Of Blue
Thread
Some books might not
have actually received
as  much  attention  as
they are worthy of, and
w e  l i k e  t o  r e v e a l
concealed  gems.  A
Spool  Of  Blue  Thread
summaries  display
standout  books  that
might  have  flown
under your radar - we
assure  you'll  discover
something to include in
your reading checklist.
W i t h  o u r  k e y
understandings,  you
can  make  informed
decisions  regarding
what to check out next.
A Spool Of Blue Thread
provide  a  peek  right
into the world of each
book,  allowing  you  to
uncover  brand-new
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authors  and  genres
effortlessly.

A SPOOL OF BLUE
THREAD GENRE
EXPLORATION

In this area, we take a
closer  take  a  look  at
different  categories  of
A Spool Of Blue Thread
and  their  matching
s u m m a r i e s .  W e
recognize that readers
h a v e  u n i q u e
p r e f e r e n c e s  a n d
preferences,  so  we
p r o v i d e  a  v a r i e d
variety  of  A  Spool  Of
B l u e  T h r e a d
publication to deal with
every rate of  interest.
Whether  you ' re  a
follower  of  romance,
science  fiction,
mystery,  historical
fiction, or self-help, our
book recaps provide a
glance  right  into  the
globe of each book.

Begin
Checking
out A
Spool Of
Blue
Thread
Today
These  are  just  a  few
i n s t a n c e s  o f  o u r
publication  recaps
within different genres.
We  have  a  lot  more
books awaiting you to
discover.  Have  a  look
at  our  summaries  to
discover  your  new
favorite author or style.
Delighted reading!

REVEAL YOUR
FOLLOWING
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WONDERFUL READ
OF A SPOOL OF

BLUE THREAD

In this section, we have
curated a collection of
standout  A  Spool  Of
Blue  Thread  that  will
aid  you  discover  your
following  fantastic
read.  Whether  you
remain in the mood for
a  heart-wrenching
r o m a n c e  o r  a
suspenseful thriller, our
book  recaps  offer  a
peek into the globe of
each  book,  allowing
you to make educated
decisions  concerning
w h a t  t o  r e v i e w
following.

Our Top
Picks
Below  are  our  top
choices  for  your  next
fantastic read:
Publication

Title Author Category Recap

Historic
Fiction

A hauntingly
beautiful tale
of 2 sisters in
Nazi-occupied
France that
checks out
the power of
love, family
members,
and resilience
in the face of
adversity.

Emotional
Thriller

A fascinating
mental
thriller that
adheres to a
criminal
therapist as
he tries to
unravel the
enigma
behind his
patient's
silence after
she
presumably
murders her
other half.

Philosophical
Fiction

A mystical
and spiritual
journey that
adheres to a
young
Andalusian
shepherd
young boy as
he lays out to
meet his
destiny and
uncover the
true meaning
of life.

These three books are
just a little example of
the  severa l  g reat
reviews  waiting  to  be
discovered.  Count  on
our book recaps to lead
you in the direction of
your  next  l i terary
adventure.
Along with our leading
picks,  we  offer  a  wide
v a r i e t y  o f  b o o k
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summaries  spanning
various  genres,  from
sci-fi  to  self-help.  With
our  summaries,  you
make certain to locate
your  next  preferred
book  like  A  Spool  Of
Blue Thread.
S o  w h a t  a r e  y o u
a w a i t i n g ?  S t a r t
checking  out  A  Spool
O f  B l u e  T h r e a d
summaries  today  and
uncover  su rp r i se
literary gems that  will
maintain  you  turning
the pages well into the
night!

KEY TAKEAWAYS
OF A SPOOL OF
BLUE THREAD AND
RECOMMENDATION
S

O u r  p u b l i c a t i o n
summaries  not  only
provide brief reviews of
each  publication,  yet
they also use A Spool
Of  Blue  Thread  vital
t a k e a w a y s  a n d

recommendations  to
ass is t  you  in  your
analysis  trip.  Right
here  are  some of  our
leading choices:
Publication

Title
Secret

Takeaways Suggestions

• The
unstable
storyteller
develops a
sense of
enigma and
thriller
throughout
guide.
• The themes
of
dependency
and domestic
misuse are
explored
extensive.
• The plot
spins kept us
on the edge
of our seats
until the very
last page.

• If you
enjoyed this
book, have a
look at Into
the Water by
Paula
Hawkins for
an additional
thrilling
secret.
• Gone
Woman by
Gillian Flynn
is an
additional
preferred
emotional
thriller with
a twisty plot.

• The book
emphasizes
the
importance of
living in the
here and now
moment and
releasing
previous and
future
concerns.
• The
principle of
the "pain
body" is
introduced to
clarify how
previous
traumas can
influence our
existing
experiences.
• Practical
workouts are
provided to
aid visitors
implement
the teachings
into their
lives.

• The
Untethered
Spirit by
Michael A.
Vocalist uses
similar
insights on
living in
today
moment and
finding inner
peace.
• Large
Magic by
Elizabeth
Gilbert
checks out
the creative
procedure
and just how
we can live a
much more
satisfying life
by
welcoming
our
enthusiasms.
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• Guide
informs a
powerful
story of two
siblings
staying in
Nazi-occupied
France during
World War II.
• The motifs
of guts,
sacrifice, and
love are
explored with
the
perspectives
of both
siblings.
• The historic
context and
vivid
descriptions
make the tale
come to life.

• All the
Light We
Can not See
by Anthony
Doerr is one
more The
second world
war book
that tells a
relocating
tale of love
and survival.
• If you
delight in
historical
fiction,
attempt The
Alice
Network by
Kate Quinn,
which
adheres to a
network of
women spies
throughout
World war.

A t
server1.paragourmet.c
om,  you'll  find  more
b o o k  r e c a p s  a n d
suggestions  that  deal
w i t h  y o u r  r a t e  o f
interests and reviewing
preferences.  Whether
you're  looking  for  an
awesome  page-turner,
a  p r o v o c a t i v e
narrative, or a heartfelt
love,  we've  got  you
covered.  Let  us  assist
you  uncover  your
following  fantastic
read!

BEGINNING
EXPLORING A
SPOOL OF BLUE
THREAD TODAY

S i n c e  y o u  h a v e
actually seen what we
have to use, it's time to
begin  discovering  A
Spool  Of  Blue  Thread
recaps! Our summaries
provide you a taste of
each  book's  distinct
significance  and  can
assist  you  discover
your  following  terrific
read. Whether you're a
follower  of  criminal
act iv i ty  thr i l le rs ,
historical  fiction,  or
self-help  books,  we
have  a  summary  for
you.
Our  recaps  provide
essential  insights right
into each publication's
motifs, characters, and
story  points.  You  can
obtain  a  sense  of  A
Spool  Of  Blue  Thread
creating  design  and
choose if  it's  the best
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fit  for  you.  We've
curated  the  very  best
publ icat ions  f rom
various  genres,  so
you're  sure  to  locate
something  that  fits
your  interests.

Exactly
how to
Use Our
Recaps
To  begin  exploring,
m e r e l y  s u r f  o u r
website  and  click  A
Spool  Of  Blue  Thread
recaps  that  capture
your  eye.  Our  recaps
are  brief,  so  you  can
prompt ly  obta in  a
sense  of  each  book
without  investing  way
too  much  time.  If  a
recap  stimulates  your
interest,  you can click
t h e  w e b  l i n k  t o
purchase  the  book

from an on-line store.
Our  book  recaps  are
exce l l en t  f o r  any
person  that  wants  to
r e m a i n  i n f o r m e d
concerning  the  most
up  to  date  l i terary
patterns  but  does  not
have  the  moment  to
read  A  Spool  Of  Blue
Thread publication.  By
discovering our recaps,
you can keep up with
what's  preferred  and
d i s c o v e r  h i d d e n
treasures  that  you
m i g h t  n o t  h a v e
discovered  or  else.

Join Our
Communi
ty
When  you  explore  A
Spool  Of  Blue  Thread
recaps,  you're  not
simply uncovering new
publications;  you're
a l s o  j o i n i n g  a



10

10 A Spool Of Blue Thread 2023-09-25

n e i g h b o r h o o d  o f
similar visitors. Our site
features a blog where
w e  u p l o a d  s h o r t
articles concerning the
latest  literary  news,
book  reviews,  and
reviewing pointers. You
can likewise  follow us
on social media sites to
stay updated with our
most recent offerings.
S o  w h a t  a r e  y o u
awaiting?  Beginning
checking  out  A  Spool
Of Blue Thread recaps
today  and  find  your
following  great  read!

A  S p o o l  o f  B l u e
Thread

A Novel Vintage
N E W  Y O R K  T I M E S
BESTSELLER  •  The
s t o r y  o f  f o u r
generations  of  lives
u n f o l d i n g  i n  a n d
around  the  sprawling,
lovingly  worn  house
that  has  always  been

the Whitshank family's
a n c h o r .  " I t  w a s  a
beauti ful ,  breezy,
y e l l o w - a n d - g r e e n
afternoon  ...”  This  is
how  Abby  Whitshank
always  describes  the
day she fell in love with
Red in July 1959. From
Red’s  parents,  newly
arrived in Baltimore in
the  1920s ,  t o  the
grandchildren  carrying
the  Whitshank  legacy
boisterously  into  the
twenty-first  century,
the  Whitshanks  are
one  of  those  families
t h a t  r a d i a t e  a n
indefinable  kind  of
specialness, but like all
families,  their  stories
reveal only part of the
picture: Abby and Red
and  their  four  grown
c h i l d r e n  h a v e
accumulated  not  only
tender  moments ,
l a u g h t e r ,  a n d
celebrations,  but  also
j e a l o u s i e s ,
disappointments,  and
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careful ly  guarded
secrets.

A  S p o o l  o f  B l u e
T h r e a d  R a n d o m
House
**THE  NUMBER  ONE
B E S T S E L L E R * *
**SHORTLISTED  FOR
THE  MAN  BOOKER
PRIZE 2015** 'It was a
beauti ful ,  breezy,
y e l l o w - a n d - g r e e n
afternoon...' This is the
way  Abby  Whitshank
always begins the story
of how she and Red fell
in  love that  summer's
day in 1959. The whole
family  on  the  porch,
half-listening  as  their
mother tells  the same
tale  they  have  heard
so many times before.
From  that  porch  we
spool back through the
g e n e r a t i o n s ,
witnessing the events,
secrets and unguarded
moments  that  have
come  to  define  the
family.  From  Red's

father  and  mother,
n e w l y  a r r i v e d  i n
Baltimore in the 1920s,
to  Abby  and  Red's
grandchildren  carrying
the  fami ly  legacy
boisterously  into  the
twenty-first  century  -
four  generations  of
Whitshanks, their lives
u n f o l d i n g  i n  a n d
around  the  sprawling,
lovingly worn Baltimore
house that has always
been  their  home...
**ANNE  TYLER  HAS
SOLD OVER 1 MILLION
BOOKS  WORLDWIDE**
'One  of  my  favourite
a u t h o r s  '  L i a n e
Moriarty  'She  spins
gold' Elizabeth Buchan
'Anne  Tyler  has  no
peer'  Anita  Shreve  'A
mas te r l y  au tho r '
Sebastian  Faulks

A  S p o o l  o f  B l u e
Thread  Bond  Street
Books
From  the  be loved
Pulitzer  Prize-winning
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author  a  bril l iantly
observed,  joyful  and
wrenching,  funny  and
true  new  novel  that
reveals,  as  only  she
can, the very nature of
a family's life. "It was a
beauti ful ,  breezy,
y e l l o w - a n d - g r e e n
afternoon." This is the
way  Abby  Whitshank
always begins the story
of how she fell in love
with  Red  that  day  in
July  1959.  The  whole
fami ly - - the i r  two
daughters  and  two
s o n s ,  t h e i r
grandchildren,  even
their faithful old dog--is
on the porch, listening
contentedly  as  Abby
tells the tale they have
heard  so  many  times
before.  And  yet  this
gathering  is  different
too: Abby and Red are
growing  older,  and
decis ions  must  be
made about  how best
to look after them, and
the  fate  of  the  house

so  lovingly  built  by
Red's father. Brimming
with  the  luminous
insight,  humor,  and
compassion  that  are
Anne Tyler's hallmarks,
this  capacious  novel
takes  us  across  three
generations  of  the
Whitshanks,  thei r
shared  stories  and
long-held  secrets,  all
the  unguarded  and
richly  lived  moments
that  combine  to  define
who and what they are
as a family.

A  S p o o l  o f  B l u e
T h r e a d  R a n d o m
House  Large  Print
Relates  the  story  of
four generations of the
Whitshanks  family,
their lives unfolding in
a n d  a r o u n d  t h e
sprawling  Baltimore
house that has always
been  their  anchor,
sharing  their  tender
moments, celebrations,
disappointments,  and
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long-held  secrets.

Clock Dance

A novel Vintage
A New York Times best-
selling  novel  of  self-
discovery  and  second
chances  f rom  the
Pulitzer  Prize-winning
author  of  Redhead by
the  Side  of  the  Road
Willa  Drake  has  had
three  opportunities  to
start  her  life  over:  in
1967,  as  a  schoolgirl
whose  mother  has
suddenly  disappeared;
i n  1 9 7 7 ,  w h e n
considering a marriage
proposal; and in 1997,
as  a  young  w idow
try ing  to  ho ld  her
family together. So she
is  surprised  when  in
2017 she is given one
last chance to change
everyth ing ,  a f te r
receiving  a  startling
phone  ca l l  f rom  a
stranger.  Without  fully
understanding  why,

she  flies  across  the
country to Baltimore to
help  a  young  woman
she's  never  met.  This
impulsive  decision,
maybe  the  first  one
she’s consciously made
in  her  life,  will  lead
Willa  into  uncharted
territory—surrounded
by eccentric neighbors
who  treat  each  other
like  family,  she  finds
solace  and  fulfillment
in  unexpected  places.
A  bewitching  novel  of
h o p e  a n d
transformation,  Clock
Dance  gives  us  Anne
Tyler  at  the height  of
her powers. One of the
Best Books of the Year:
O ,  T h e  O p r a h
Magazine, Real Simple,
The  Christian  Science
Monitor

Redhead by the Side
of the Road

A novel Vintage
N E W  Y O R K  T I M E S
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BESTSELLER  •  From
the  beloved  Pulitzer
Prize–winning author, a
sparkling  novel  about
misperception,  second
chances ,  and  the
sometimes  elusive
p o w e r  o f  h u m a n
connection.  Micah
Mortimer is a creature
o f  h a b i t .  A  s e l f -
employed tech expert,
superintendent  of  his
Baltimore  apartment
building, cautious to a
f a u l t  b e h i n d  t h e
steering  wheel,  he
seems content leading
a  s t e a d y ,
circumscribed life.  But
one  day  his  routines
are blown apart  when
his  woman  friend  (he
refuses to call  anyone
in  her  late  thirties  a
"girlfriend")  tells  him
she's  facing  eviction,
and a teenager shows
up  at  Micah's  door
claiming to be his son.
These  surprises,  and
the  ways  they  throw

Micah's  meticulously
organized life off-kilter,
r isk  changing  h im
forever.  An  intimate
look into the heart and
mind  of  a  man  who
finds those around him
just out of reach, and a
funny,  joyful,  deeply
compassionate  story
about seeing the world
through  new  eyes,
Redhead by the Side of
the Road is a triumph,
filled  with  Anne  Tyler's
s ignature  wi t  and
g i m l e t - e y e d
observation.

Back When We Were
Grownups Penguin
"Once  upon  a  time,
there  was  a  woman
who  discovered  that
she had turned into the
wrong  person."  So
Anne Tyler  opens  this
irresistible  new  novel.
The woman is Rebecca
Davitch,  a  fifty-three-
year-old  grandmother.
Is  she  an  impostor  in
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her own life? she asks
herself. Is it indeed her
o w n  l i f e ?  O r  i s  i t
someone  else’s?  On
the  surface,  Beck,  as
she  is  known  to  the
D a v i t c h  c l a n ,  i s
outgoing,  joyous,  a
natural  celebrator.
Giving parties is, after
a l l ,  h e r
vocation—something
she  slipped  into  even
before  finishing
co l lege,  when  Joe
Davitch spotted her at
an  engagement  party
i n  h i s  f a m i l y ’ s
crumbling  nineteenth-
century  Baltimore  row
house,  where  giving
parties was the family
business. What caught
his fancy was that she
seemed  to  be  having
such a wonderful time.
Soon this large-spirited
older  man,  a  divorcé
with  three  little  girls,
swept  her  into  h is
orbit,  and  before  she
k n e w  i t  s h e  w a s

e m b r a c i n g  h i s
extended family plus a
child of their own, and
hosting endless parties
in  the  ornate,  high-
ceilinged rooms of The
Open Arms. Now, some
thirty years later, after
p r e s i d i n g  o v e r  a
d isast rous  fami ly
picnic,  Rebecca  is
caught  un-awares  by
the  question  of  who
she really is. How she
answers  it—how  she
tries  to  recover  her
gir lhood  self ,  that
dignified  grownup  she
had once been—is the
s t o r y  t o l d  i n  t h i s
beguiling,  funny,  and
deeply  moving  novel.
As  always  with  Anne
Tyler’s novels, once we
enter  her  world  it  is
hard  to  leave.  But  in
Back  When  We  Were
G r o w n u p s  s h e  s o
s h a r p e n s  o u r
p e r c e p t i o n s  a n d
awakens  so  many
untapped feelings that
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we come away not only
r e f r e s h e d  a n d
delighted,  but  also
infinitely  wiser.

Saint Maybe Vintage
N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s
Bestseller “Captivating.
.  .  .  Compelling.  .  .  .
There  i s  a  k ind  o f
magic  at  work  in  this
n o v e l . ”  — T h e
Washington  Post  Book
World Ian Bedloe is the
ideal  teenage  son,
lead ing  a  cheery ,
apple-pie  life  with  his
family  in  Baltimore.
That is, until a careless
and  v ic ious  rumor
leads to a devastating
tragedy.  Imploding
from guilt, Ian believes
h e  i s  t h e  o n e
responsible  for  the
tragedy.  No  longer  a
star  athlete  with  a
br ight  future,  and
desperately  searching
f o r  s a l v a t i o n ,  h e
stumbles  across  a
storefront with a neon

sign that simply reads:
C H U R C H  O F  T H E
SECOND  CHANCE.  Ian
has always viewed his
penance as  a  burden.
But through the power
of faith and the love of
family,  he  begins  to
view it as a gift. After
years  spent  trying  to
atone  for  his  foolish
mistakes,  Ian  finds
forgiveness and peace
in the life he builds for
himself.

D i n n e r  a t  t h e
H o m e s i c k
Restaurant

A Novel Vintage
A  “ f u n n y ,  h e a r t -
hammering, wise” (The
New York Times) best-
selling  portrait  of  a
family that will remind
you  why  "to  read  a
novel by Anne Tyler is
t o  f a l l  i n  l o v e "
(PEOPLE).  Abandoned
by  her  wanderlusting
husband,  stoic  Pearl
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r a i s e d  h e r  t h r e e
children  on  her  own.
N o w  g r o w n ,  t h e
s i b l i n g s  a r e
inextricably  linked  by
their  memories—some
painful—which  hold
them together  despite
their  differences.
Hardened  by  l i fe’s
d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s ,
wealthy,  charismatic
Cody has turned cruel
and  envious.  Thrice-
married Jenny is errant
and  passionate.  And
Ezra,  the  flawed  saint
of  the  fami ly ,  who
stayed at home to look
after his mother, runs a
restaurant  where  he
cooks  what  o the r
people  are  homesick
f o r ,  s t u b b o r n l y
y e a r n i n g  f o r  t h e
perfect family he never
had.  Now  gathered
during a  time of  loss,
they  will  reluctantly
unlock  the  shared
secrets  of  their  past
and  discover  if  what

binds them together is
stronger  than  what
tears  them apart.  “[In
Dinner at the Homesick
Restaurant  Tyler]  has
arrived at a new level
o f  power . ”  —John
U p d i k e ,  T h e  N e w
Yorker  “Marvelous,
astringent,  hilarious,
[and]  strewn  with  the
banana peels of love.”
—Cosmopolitan

Earthly  Possessions
Vintage
"To  read  a  novel  by
Anne Tyler is to fall in
l o v e . " — P E O P L E
Magazine  Charlotte
Emory has always lived
a  quiet,  conventional
l i f e  i n  C l a r i o n ,
Maryland. She lives as
simply as possible, and
one  day  decides  to
simplify everything and
leave her husband. Her
last  trip  to  the  bank
throws  Charlotte's  life
i n t o  a n  e n t i r e l y
different  direction
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when a restless young
man in a nylon jacket
takes  her  hostage
d u r i n g  t h e
robbery—and soon the
two are heading south
i n t o  a n  u n k n o w n
future,  and  a  most
unexpected  fate,  in
Puliter  Prize-winning
author,  Anne  Tyler’s
skillful  seventh  novel.
“A taste of Anne Tyler,
once  acquired,  is  a
s p l e n d i d
a d d i c t i o n . ” — J o h n
Leonard, The New York
Times

T h e  A m a t e u r
Marriage  Penguin
From  the  inimitable
Anne Tyler, a rich and
compelling novel about
a  m i s m a t c h e d
marr iage—and  i ts
c o n s e q u e n c e s ,
s p a n n i n g  t h r e e
generat ions.  They
s e e m e d  l i k e  t h e
perfect couple—young,
good-looking, made for

e a c h  o t h e r .  T h e
moment  Pauline,  a
stranger  to  the  Polish
E a s t e r n  A v e n u e
n e i g h b o r h o o d  o f
Baltimore  (though she
l ived  on ly  twenty
minutes away), walked
in to  h i s  mother ’ s
grocery  store,  Michael
was smitten. And in the
heat  of  World  War  II
f e r v o r ,  t h e y  a r e
propelled into a hasty
wedding.  But  they
never  should  have
marr ied .  Pau l ine ,
impulsive,  impractical,
tumbles  hit-or-miss
through  life;  Michael,
plodding,  cautious,
judgmental,  proceeds
deliberately.  While
other  young marrieds,
equally ignorant at the
start,  seemed to grow
m o r e  s e a s o n e d ,
Pauline  and  Michael
remain  amateurs.  In
t ime  the i r  foo l i sh
quarrels take their toll.
Even  when  they  find
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themselves,  almost
thirty  years  later ,
loving,  instant  parents
to  a  little  grandson
named  Pagan,  whom
they  rescue  f r om
Haight-Ashbury,  they
still cannot bridge their
d e e p - r o o t e d
differences.  Flighty
Pauline  clings  to  the
notion that the rifts can
always be patched. To
the unyielding Michael,
t h e y  b e c o m e
unbearable.  From  the
sound  o f  the  cash
register  in  the  old
g r o c e r y  t o  t h e
counterculture  jargon
of the sixties, from the
m i n i s k i r t s  t o  t h e
multilayered apparel of
later years, Anne Tyler
captures the evocative
nuances  of  everyday
l i f e  d u r i n g  t h e s e
decades  with  such
telling  precision  that
every  page  br ings
smiles  of  recognition.
Throughout, as each of

the  competing  voices
bears  witness,  we are
drawn ever more fully
i n to  t he  comp lex
entanglements  o f
family life in this wise,
embracing, and deeply
perceptive novel.

The  Beg inner ' s
Goodbye  Vintage
Pulitzer  Prize–winning
author  Anne  Tyler
g i v e s  u s  a  w i s e ,
haunting,  and  deeply
moving  new  novel
a b o u t  l o s s  a n d
recovery,  p ierced
throughout  with  her
humor,  wisdom,  and
always  penetrating
look at human foibles.
Crippled  in  his  right
arm  and  leg,  Aaron
grew  up  fending  off  a
sister  who  constantly
wanted  to  manage
him. So when he meets
Dorothy, an outspoken,
independent  young
woman,  she’s  like  a
breath of fresh air. He
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marries  her  without
hesitation,  and  they
have  a  re la t i ve l y
happy,  unremarkable
marriage. Aaron works
at  his  family’s  vanity-
publishing  business,
turning  out  titles  that
presume  to  gu ide
beginners  through the
trials of life. But when
a  tree  crashes  into
t h e i r  h o u s e  a n d
Dorothy is killed, Aaron
feels as though he has
been  erased  forever.
O n l y  D o r o t h y ’ s
u n e x p e c t e d
appearances  from  the
dead—in  their  house,
on the roadway, in the
market—help  him  to
live in the moment and
to  find  some  peace.
Gradua l l y ,  Aa ron
discovers  that  maybe
for this beginner there
is indeed a way to say
goodbye .  “ L i ke  a
modern  Jane  Austen,
Tyler  creates  small
worlds  [depicting]  the

int imate  bonds  o f
f r i e n d s h i p  a n d
family.”—USA  Today
“An  absolute  charmer
of  a  novel  .  .  .  With
sparkling  prose  .  .  .
[Anne]  Tyler  gets  at
the  beating  heart  of
what it  means to lose
s o m e o n e ,  t o  s a y
goodbye.”—The Boston
Globe “Classic Tyler . .
.  The wonder of  Anne
T y l e r  i s  h o w
consistently clear-eyed
a n d  t r u t h f u l  s h e
remains  about  the
nature of  families and
e s p e c i a l l y
m a r r i a g e . ” — L o s
A n g e l e s  T i m e s
“Beautifully intricate . .
.  By  the  exquisitely
romantic  emotional
climax  [an]  ordinary
life  has  bloomed  into
a n
opera.”—Entertainmen
t Weekly

French Braid
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A novel Knopf
From the beloved best-
s e l l i n g ,  P u l i t z e r
P r i z e – w i n n i n g
author—a funny, joyful,
brilliantly  perceptive
journey deep into one
Baltimore  family’s
f o i b l e s ,  f r o m  a
boyfriend  with  a  red
Chevy in the 1950s up
to a longed-for reunion
with a grandchild in our
pandemic present. The
Garretts take their first
a n d  l a s t  f a m i l y
v a c a t i o n  i n  t h e
summer of 1959. They
hard ly  ever  leave
home,  but  in  some
ways they have never
been  farther  apart.
Mercy  has  trouble
resisting the siren call
of her aspirations to be
a painter, which means
less  t ime  keeping
house for her husband,
Robin.  Their  teenage
daughters, steady Alice
and  boy-crazy  Lily,
could not have less in

c o m m o n .  T h e i r
youngest,  David,  is
a l ready  in tent  on
escaping  his  family's
orbit, for reasons none
of  them  understand.
Yet,  as  these  l ives
a d v a n c e  a c r o s s
decades,  the  Garretts'
influences  on  one
another ripple ineffably
but  unmistakab ly
t h r o u g h  e a c h
generation.  Full  of
heartbreak and hilarity,
French Braid is classic
Anne Tyler:  a  stirring,
uncannily  insightful
novel  of  tremendous
warmth  and  humor
that  illuminates  the
k i n d n e s s e s  a n d
cruelties  of  our  daily
lives,  the  impossibility
of  breaking  free  from
those who love us, and
how  close—yet  how
unknowable—every
family is to itself.

Digging to America
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A Novel Seal Books
Anne  Tyler’s  richest,
most deeply searching
novel–a  story  about
what  i t  i s  to  be  an
American,  and  about
Iranian-born  Maryam
Yazdan,  who,  after  35
years  in  this  country,
must  finally  come  to
t e r m s  w i t h  h e r
“outsiderness.”  Two
families,  who  would
otherwise  never  have
come  together,  meet
b y  c h a n c e  a t  t h e
Baltimore airport – the
Donaldsons,  a  very
American  couple,  and
the Yazdans, Maryam’s
fully  assimilated  son
and  his  attract ive
Iranian  wife.  Each
couple is  awaiting the
arrival  of  an  adopted
infant  daughter  from
Korea. After the instant
babies  from  distant
Asia  are  delivered,
B i t s y  D o n a l d s o n
impulsively  invites the
Yazdans  to  celebrate:

an “arrival party” that
f r o m  t h e n  o n  i s
repeated every year as
t h e  t w o  f a m i l i e s
become  more  and
m o r e  d e e p l y
intertwined.  Even
Maryam is  drawn in –
up  to  a  point.  When
she  finds  herself  being
c o u r t e d  b y  B i t s y
Donaldson’s  recently
widowed father, all the
values she cherishes –
her  tradit ions,  her
p r i v a c y ,  h e r
o t h e r n e s s – a r e
suddenly threatened. A
l u m i n o u s  n o v e l
brimming  with  subtle,
funny,  and  tender
observat ions  that
immerse  us  in  the
challenges  of  both
sides  of  the  American
story.

I f  Morn ing  Ever
Comes Random House
Ben Joe is the only boy
i n  a  f a m i l y  o f  s i x
s isters,  Mama  and
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Gram.  He  is  studying
for  a  law  degree  in
New  York  when  he
hears his  eldest  sister
Joanne  has  left  her
husband  and  returned
home  with  her  baby
girl. Out of a mixture of
homesickness and duty
Ben Joe returns to the
home in which he has
always  felt  l ike  an
outs ider .  * *ANNE
TYLER HAS SOLD OVER
1  M ILL ION  BOOKS
WORLDWIDE** 'One of
my  favourite  authors'
Liane  Moriarty  'She
spins  gold'  Elizabeth
Buchan 'Anne Tyler has
no  peer'  Anita  Shreve
'A  masterly  author'
Sebastian  Faulks

A Patchwork  Planet
Penguin
In  this,  her  fourteenth
novel--and  one  of  her
most  endearing--Anne
Tyler tells the story of
a  lovable  loser  who's
trying to get his life in

order.  Barnaby  Gaitlin
has  been  in  trouble
e v e r  s i n c e
adolescence.  He  had
this  habit  of  breaking
into  other  people's
houses.  It  wasn't  the
big loot  he was after,
l i k e  h i s  t e e n a g e
cohorts. It was just that
he liked to read other
people's  mail,  pore
over their family photo
a l b u m s ,  a n d
appropriate  a  few  of
t h e i r  p r e c i o u s
mementos.  But  for
eleven years now, he's
been  working  steadily
f o r  R e n t - a - B a c k ,
renting his back to old
folks and shut-ins who
can't  move  their  own
porch furniture or bring
the  Christmas  tree
down from the attic. At
last,  his  life  seems to
be  on  an  even  keel.
Still,  the  Gaitlins  (of
"old" Baltimore) cannot
forget  the  price  they
paid  for  buying  off
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Barnaby 's  fo rmer
victims. And his ex-wife
would just as soon he
didn't show up ever to
visit  their  little  girl,
Opal.  Even  the  nice,
steady  woman  (his
guardian  angel?)  who
seems to have designs
on  him  doesn't  fully
trust  him, it  develops,
when  the  chips  are
down,  and it  looks  as
though his  world  may
fall  apart again. There
is  no  one  l ike  Anne
Tyler,  with  her  sharp,
f u n n y ,  t e n d e r
perceptions about how
human beings navigate
on  a  puzzling  planet,
and  she  keeps  us
enthralled from start to
finish  in  this  delicious
new  novel.

The  Clock  Winder
Vintage
" A n n e  T y l e r  i s  a
magical  writer."  —Los
Angeles  Times  Mrs.
Emerson, widowed with

seven  adult  children,
l i v e s  a l o n e  i n
crumbling  Victorian
m a n s i o n  o u t s i d e
Baltimore  with  only  a
collection  of  antique
clocks  to  keep  her
company.  Elizabeth
Abbott—twenty-three
years  old,  aimless,
b o h e m i a n ,  a n d
beauti ful—leads  a
vagabond lifestyle until
she happens upon Mrs.
Emerson’s  home  and
convinces  the  older
woman to hire her as a
handyman. When three
o f  t h e  s t r a n g e ,
idiosyncratic  Emerson
children return to their
childhood  home  for  a
v i s i t ,  t h e y  a r e
irresistibly  drawn  to
E l i z a b e t h .  W i t h
wondrous observations
and bittersweet humor,
Tyler  shows  how  this
unsuspecting  young
woman  becomes  the
North star that helps a
s t u m b l i n g ,
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dysfunctional  family
find  its  footing.

Vinegar Girl

W i l l i a m
Shakespeare's  The
Taming of the Shrew
Reto ld :  A  Nove l
Hogarth
Pulitzer  Prize  winner
and  American  master
Anne Tyler brings us an
inspired,  witty  and
i r r e s i s t i b l e
contemporary  take  on
one  of  Shakespeare’s
m o s t  b e l o v e d
c o m e d i e s .  K a t e
Battista  feels  stuck.
How  did  she  end  up
running  house  and
home for her eccentric
scientist  father  and
uppity,  pretty younger
sister  Bunny?  Plus,
she’s always in trouble
at  work  –  her  pre -
school  charges  adore
her,  but  their  parents
d o n ’ t  a l w a y s
appreciate her unusual

opinions and forthright
manner.  Dr.  Battista
has  other  problems.
After  years out  in  the
academic  wilderness,
he is on the verge of a
breakthrough.  His
research  could  help
millions.  There’s  only
o n e  p r o b l e m :  h i s
bri l l iant  young  lab
assistant,  Pyotr,  is
about to be deported.
And  without  Pyotr,  all
would  be  lost.  When
Dr.  Battista  cooks  up
an  outrageous  plan
that  will  enable  Pyotr
to stay in the country,
he’s relying – as usual
– on Kate to help him.
Kate  is  furious:  this
time he’s really asking
too much. But will she
be  able  to  resist  the
two  men’s  touchingly
ludicrous  campaign  to
bring her around?

Ladder  of  Years
Penguin
"UTTERLY COMPELLING
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.  .  .  WONDERFULLY
S A T I S F Y I N G  .  .  .
VIRTUALLY FLAWLESS."
- -Chicago  Tr ibune
BALTIMORE  WOMAN
DISAPPEARS  DURING
FAMILY  VACATION,
declares  the  headline.
Forty-year-old  Delia
Grinstead  is  last  seen
strol l ing  down  the
D e l a w a r e  s h o r e ,
wearing  nothing  more
than a bathing suit and
carrying  a  beach  tote
with  five  hundred
dollars  tucked  inside.
To  her  husband  and
three  almost-grown
ch i ld ren ,  she  has
vanished without trace
or  reason.  But  for
Delia, who feels like a
t iny  gnat  buzz ing
around  her  family's
edges,  "walking  away
from  it  al l"  is  not  a
premeditated  act  but
an  impulse  that  will
lead  her  into  a  new,
e x c i t i n g ,  a n d
unimagined  life.  .  .  .

" T Y L E R  D E T A I L S
DELIA'S  ADVENTURE
WITH GREAT SKILL. . . .
As  so  o f ten  in  her
earlier  fiction,  [she]
c r e a t e s  d i s t i n c t
characters  caught  in
po ignant ly  funny
situations.  .  .  .  Tyler
writes  with  a  clarity
t h a t  m a k e s  t h e
commonplace  seem
fresh and the pathetic
touching."  --The  New
York  Times

A  S p o o l  o f  B l u e
Thread  Ballantine
Books
"It  was  a  beautiful,
breezy,  yellow-and-
green afternoon..." This
i s  t h e  w a y  A b b y
Whitshank  a lways
begins the story of how
she and Red fell in love
that  summer's  day  in
1959. The whole family
on  the  porch,  half-
l i s ten ing  as  the i r
mother tells  the same
tale  they  have  heard
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so many times before.
From  that  porch  we
spool back through the
g e n e r a t i o n s ,
witnessing the events,
secrets and unguarded
moments  that  have
come  to  define  the
family.  From  Red's
father  and  mother,
n e w l y  a r r i v e d  i n
Baltimore in the 1920s,
to  Abby  and  Red’s
grandchildren  carrying
the  fami ly  legacy
boisterously  into  the
twenty-first  century  -
four  generations  of
Whitshanks, their lives
u n f o l d i n g  i n  a n d
around  the  sprawling,
lovingly worn Baltimore
house that has always
been their home...

Searching  for  Caleb
Vintage
" M a g i c  a n d  t r u e ,
dazzling  and  wise...It
has  an  astounding
confidence,  depth  and
range...A  wonderful,

wonderful novel."—The
Boston  Globe  Through
t h e  s y n c o p a t e d
rhythms of the ragtime
era  to  the  thumping,
rocking  beats  of  the
1970s,  generations  of
Pecks have maintained
a  d e t e r m i n e d
steadiness.  Adamantly
middle  class—Peck-
proud,  as  the  family
slogan  goes—they  are
quick  to  sweep  under
the rug those members
who do not live up to
their standards. Maybe
that’s why Caleb Peck
took  off  with  his
violincello  as  a  boy?
Sixty  years  later,  his
brother  Daniel  is  still
wondering.  No  longer
willing  to  live  without
answers,  he  turns  to
his  daughter-in-law,
Justine,  another  Peck
family  eccentric.  A
studied  tarot  card
reader,  Justine  comes
across  one  message
over  and  over  in  the
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c a r d s :  c h a n g e  i s
coming.  With  Daniel’s
help,  she’s  hoping  to
find  the  courage  to
embrace  whatever
happens  next .  An
unlikely pair struggling
against  a  stifling
family,  Daniel  and
Justine  believe  they’ll
find freedom in just the
right  mix  of  magic,
music,  and  mystery.

T h e  A c c i d e n t a l
Tourist  Penguin
In  this  irresistible  #1
New York  Times best-
selling  novel,  Anne
Tyler  explores  the
slippery  alchemy  of
attracting  opposites,
and  the  struggle  to
rebuild one’s life after
unspeakable  tragedy.
Travel  writer  Macon
Leary  hates  travel,
adventure,  surprises,
and  anything  outside
o f  h i s  r o u t i n e .
Immobilized  by  grief,
Macon  is  becoming

increasingly prickly and
alone, anchored by his
s o l i t u d e  a n d  a n
u n w i l l i n g n e s s  t o
c o m p r o m i s e  h i s
creature  comforts.
Then he meets Muriel,
a n  e c c e n t r i c  d o g
trainer too optimistic to
let  Macon  disappear
into  himself.  Despite
Macon’s  best  efforts  to
remain  insulated,
Muriel  up-ends  his
solitary,  systemized
life,  catapulting  him
into  the  center  of  a
messy,  beautiful  love
s t o r y  h e  n e v e r
imagined. A fresh and
t i m e l e s s  t a l e  o f
unexpected  bliss,  The
Accidental  Tourist
showcases  Tyler’s
talents  for  making
characters—and  their
relationships—feel both
rea l  and  magica l .
“ I n c a n d e s c e n t ,
h e a r t b r e a k i n g ,
e x h i l a r a t i n g … O n e
cannot  reasonably
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expect  fiction  to  be
much better than this.”
—The Washington Post
Look for  Clock Dance,
the  charming  new
novel from Anne Tyler,
available now.

Conversations  on  a
S p o o l  o f  B l u e
Thread:  a  Novel  by
Anne Tyler
Conversations  on  A
Spool  of  Blue  Thread:
b y  A n n e  T y l e r  |
Conversation  Starters
Limited  Time  Offer:
$3.99 ($4.99)  A  Spool
of Blue Thread features
a typical family settled
f o r  a  c o u p l e  o f
generations in a house
b u i l t  b y  t h e i r
grandfather.  While
they  appear  to  be
happy  and  united  to
outs iders ,  c racks
gradually  develop  in
the unity of the family.
As  we  p robe  even
further, it is shown that
the  family  never  had

the kind of background
people  thought.  In
short, appearances can
be  deceiv ing,  and
families  find  a  way  to
work  despite  all  the
problems  they  face.
T h e  u n d e r l y i n g
message of the book is
that  families  can  be
defined  by  their
individual  members,
but also by all the joys,
sorrows,  quirkiness,
and  events  that  take
place  within  them.  A
Br ie f  Look  Ins ide:
EVERY  GOOD  BOOK
CONTAINS  A  WORLD
FAR  DEEPERthan  the
surface  of  its  pages.
The  characters  and
their world come alive,
and the characters and
its  world  still  live  on.
Conversation  Starters
i s  p e p p e r e d  w i t h
questions  designed
tobring us beneath the
surface of the pageand
invite us into the world
that  lives  on.  These
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questions can be used
to..  Create  Hours  of
Conversation:  *  Foster
a  d e e p e r
understanding  of  the
book*  Promote  an
a t m o s p h e r e  o f
discussion  for  groups*
Assist  in  the  study  of
t h e  b o o k ,  e i t h e r
i n d i v i d u a l l y  o r
corporately*  Explore
unseen  realms  of  the
book  as  never  seen
beforeDisclaimer:  This
book you are about to
e n j o y  i s  a n
independent  resource
to  supplement  the
o r i g i n a l  b o o k ,
e n h a n c i n g  y o u r
experience. If you have
not  yet  purchased  a
copy  of  the  original
book, please do before
p u r c h a s i n g  t h i s
unofficial  Conversation
Starters.Download your
c o p y  t o d a y  f o r  a
Limited Time Discount:
$3.99  ($4.99)  Read  it
on your PC, Mac, iOS or

Android  smartphone,
tab le t  and  K ind le
devices.

The  Green  Road:  A
Novel W. W. Norton &
Company
One of  the Guardian's
100 Best Books of the
21st  Century  "With
language so vibrant  it
practically has a pulse,
Enr ight  makes  an
exquisitely drawn case
for  the  possibility  of
g r o w t h ,  l o v e  a n d
transformation  at  any
age."  —People  From
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y
acclaimed author Anne
E n r i g h t  c o m e s  a
shattering novel set in
a  s m a l l  t o w n  o n
Ireland's Atlantic coast.
The  Green  Road  is  a
ta le  o f  fami ly  and
fracture,  compassion
and  selfishness—a
book about the gaps in
the  human  heart  and
how  we  strive  to  fill
them.  Spanning  thirty
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years, The Green Road
t e l l s  t h e  s t o r y  o f
Rosaleen, matriarch of
the Madigans, a family
on  the  cusp  of  either
coming  together  or
fal l ing  irreparably
apart. As they grow up,
R o s a l e e n ' s  f o u r
children leave the west
of Ireland for lives they
cou ld  have  never
imagined  in  Dublin,
New  York,  and  Mali,
West  Africa.  In  her
early  old  age  their
difficult,  wonderful
mother announces that
she’s  decided  to  sell
the  house  and  divide
the proceeds. Her adult
children come back for
a  last  Christmas,  with
the  feeling  that  their
childhoods  are  being
erased,  their  personal
history  bought  and
sold.  A  profoundly
moving  work  about  a
family's  desperate
attempt to recover the
relationships  they've

lost and forge the ones
they  never  had,  The
Green Road is Enright's
m o s t  m a t u r e ,
accomplished,  and
unforgettable  novel  to
date.

Midwinter  Break:  A
Novel W. W. Norton &
Company
" [A ]  w rench ing ly
intimate depiction of a
couple  in  the  chilly,
hibernal years of their
marriage.…  [A  book]
w i t h  r a r e  a n d
unexpected  beauty."
—Wall  Street  Journal
With  Midwinter  Break,
a  moving  portrait  of
retired  couple  Gerry
and  Stella  Gilmore’s
marriage  in  cr is is,
Bernard  MacLaverty
reminds us  why he is
regarded as one of the
greatest  living  Irish
wr i t e r s .  Th rough
a c c u r a t e ,
c o m p a s s i o n a t e
o b s e r v a t i o n  a n d
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effortlessly  elegant
writing,  MacLaverty
revea l s  the  l ong -
unspoken  insecurities
that  exist  between
Gerry  and  Stella  over
their  four-day  holiday
in Amsterdam, crafting
a  p r o f o u n d
examination of human
love.

Mad  Men  and  Bad
Men

What  Happened
When British Politics
Met Advertising
How  did  a  bunch  of
u n e l e c t e d ,
unaccountable  admen
end up running British
p o l i t i c s ?  W h a t
happened when a rag-
tag band of scruffs and
smart-arses  invaded
Westminster, sprinkling
creative fairy dust over
earnest  politicians?
How much did snappy
slogans  and  simplistic
soundbites  influence

election  results  and
even  government
policies?  Sam talks  to
the people at the heart
of it: Alistair Campbell,
Peter  Mandelson,  Tim
Bell,  Maurice  Saatchi,
Norman  Tebbit,  Neil
Kinnock  -  and  many
more.  Everything  is
here  -  the  moment
Margaret Thatcher met
the  Saatchi  brothers,
the  famous  'Labour
Isn't  Working'  poster
and  the  in famous
' D e m o n  E y e s '
campaign.  Here,  too,
are  the  stories  they
didn't  want  you  to
hear:  the  man  who
s n o r t e d  c o k e  i n
Number  10,  the  fist-
fights  in  Downing
Street,  the  al l -day
champagne  binges  in
Westminster.  Dark,
r e v e a l i n g  a n d
frequently  hilarious,
Mad Men and Bad Men
is a hugely entertaining
behind-the-scenes tour
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o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n
campaigns  of  the  last
four decades.

The  Dud  Avocado
New  York  Review  of
Books
The  Dud  Avocado
follows  the  romantic
a n d  c o m e d i c
adventures of a young
American  who  heads
overseas  to  conquer
Paris in the late 1950s.
Edith  Wharton  and
Henry  James  wrote
about the American girl
abroad,  but  i t  was
Elaine  Dundy’s  Sally
Jay Gorce who told us
what  she  was  really
thinking.  Charming,
sexy,  and  hilarious,
The  Dud  Avocado
gained  instant  cult
status when it was first
p u b l i s h e d  a n d  i t
remains  a  timeless
portrait  of  a  woman
hell-bent  on  living.  “I
had  to  tell  someone
how  much  I  enjoyed

The  Dud  Avocado.  It
m a d e  m e  l a u g h ,
scream,  and  guffaw
(which,  incidentally,  is
a great name for a law
firm).”  –Groucho  Marx
"[The Dud Avocado] is
one of the best novels
about  g rowing  up
fast..." -The Guardian

A  S p o o l  o f  B l u e
Thread:  A  Novel  by
A n n e  T y l e r  |
C o n v e r s a t i o n
Starters
A Spool of Blue Thread:
A Novel by Anne Tyler |
Conversation  Starters
A Spool of Blue Thread
features  a  typica l
family  settled  for  a
couple  of  generations
in  a  house  bui l t  by
their  grandfather.
While  they  appear  to
be happy and united to
outs iders ,  c racks
gradually  develop  in
the unity of the family.
As  we  p robe  even
further, it is shown that
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the  family  never  had
the kind of background
people  thought.  In
short, appearances can
be  deceiv ing,  and
families  find  a  way  to
work  despite  all  the
problems  they  face.
T h e  u n d e r l y i n g
message of the book is
that  families  can  be
defined  by  their
individual  members,
but also by all the joys,
sorrows,  quirkiness,
and  events  that  take
place  within  them.  A
Br ie f  Look  Ins ide:
EVERY  GOOD  BOOK
CONTAINS  A  WORLD
FAR DEEPER than  the
surface  of  its  pages.
The  characters  and
their world come alive,
and the characters and
its  world  still  live  on.
Conversation  Starters
i s  p e p p e r e d  w i t h
questions  designed  to
bring  us  beneath  the
surface  of  the  page
and invite us into the

world  that  lives  on.
These questions can be
used to.. Create Hours
of  Conversation:  •
F o s t e r  a  d e e p e r
understanding  of  the
book  •  Promote  an
a t m o s p h e r e  o f
discussion for groups •
Assist  in  the  study  of
t h e  b o o k ,  e i t h e r
i n d i v i d u a l l y  o r
corporately  •  Explore
unseen  realms  of  the
book  as  never  seen
before Disclaimer: This
book you are about to
e n j o y  i s  a n
independent  resource
to  supplement  the
o r i g i n a l  b o o k ,
e n h a n c i n g  y o u r
experience. If you have
not  yet  purchased  a
copy  of  the  original
book, please do before
p u r c h a s i n g  t h i s
unofficial  Conversation
Starters.

Half -Truths  and
S e m i - M i r a c l e s
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Vintage
The  first  thing  I  tell
people  is,  I’m just  an
ordinary  woman.  I’m
just  like you.  Susanna
has an incredible  gift:
she can heal  ailments
with just  the touch of
her hand. People travel
f rom  far  and  w ide
based on their faith in
her  ab i l i t i es .  Bu t
Susanna’s  power  only
w o r k s  i n  c e r t a i n
cases—it’s  a  semi-
miracle.  And  as  she
grows  into  a  woman,
and tries to build a life
of her own, her calling
to  fix  and  cure
becomes  more  of  a
burden than she could
ever  have  imagined.
Why is she able to take
people’s  pain  away
sometimes,  and  not
others,  not  when  she
needs  to  most  of  all?
With the balm of time,
and  the  wisdom  of
experience,  Susanna
must learn to live with

the  mysterious  nature
o f  h e r  m i r a c l e .
Available to readers for
the  first  time  since  its
initial  publication,  this
is  a  wry  and  moving
story  by  an  American
master.  “Not  merely
g o o d  .  .  .  s h e  i s
wickedly good.” —John
Updike  Look for  Clock
Dance,  the  charming
new  novel  from  Anne
Tyler,  available  this
July.

A  1 5 - M i n u t e
S u m m a r y  a n d
Analysis  of  Anne
Tyler's  a  Spool  of
B l u e  T h r e a d
CreateSpace
A Spool of Blue Thread
by Anne Tyler |  A 15-
minute  Summary  &
Analysis  Preview:  A
Spool  of  Blue  Thread
by  Anne  Tyler  is  the
poignant  story  of  four
generations  of  the
Whitshank family living
in Baltimore. They are
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an ordinary family like
any other, but they are
also  special  in  their
own quirky  ways.  The
members of the family
love and care for each
other,  but  they  also
harbor  jealousies,
rivalries,  and  carry
secrets. Red Whitshank
r u n s  t h e  f a m i l y
business,  Whitshank
Construction.  His  wife,
A b b y ,  i s  a  s o c i a l
worker,  and  they  are
the  parents  of  four
children.  Their  third
ch i ld ,  Denny ,  i s  a
frequent  source  of
worry  for  them.  Over
the years he is in and
out  of  trouble,  holds
various jobs, and is in
numerous unsuccessful
relationships. His visits
and  phone  calls  are
sporadic. There are two
s t o r i e s  i n  t h e
Whitshank  family  that
are  often  repeated.
The first is the story of
Junior Whitshank, Red's

father and the founder
o f  W h i t s h a n k
Construction...  PLEASE
N O T E :  T h i s  i s  a n
unofficial summary and
analysis  of  the  book
and  NOT  the  original
book .  I n s i de  t h i s
Instaread  Summary  &
Analysis of  A Spool of
Blue  Thread  by  Anne
Tyler  *  Summary  of
e n t i r e  b o o k  *
Introduction  to  the
Important People in the
book * Analysis of the
Themes  and  Author's
Style

The  Most  Fun  We
Ever Had  Anchor
"A  multi-generational
novel in which the four
adult  daughters  of  a
Chicago  couple--still
madly  in  love  after
forty  years--match
wits,  harbor  grudges,
and  recklessly  ignite
old  rivalries  until  a
long-buried  secret
threatens  to  shatter
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the lives they've built"-
-

Summary a Spool of
B l u e  T h r e a d
C r e a t e s p a c e
Independent Publishing
Platform
A Spool of Blue Thread
-  A  C o m p l e t e
Summary! Anne Tyler's
novel, A Spool of Blue
Thread,  follows  the
Whitshank family  over
eras  as  they  l ive  in
Baltimore.  They  are  a
normal  family,  though
each  person  can  be
eccentric  in  their  own
w a y s .  T h e  f a m i l y
members love and look
after one another, but
jealousy,  competition,
and gossip still surface
from  t ime  to  t ime.
There are two stories in
the  Whitshank  family
that  are  regular ly
retold. The main story
i s  t h a t  o f  J u n i o r
Whitshank,  Red's  dad
and  the  founder  of

W h i t s h a n k
Cons t ruc t i on .  He
constructed a home for
the Brill family, and he
put  a  lot  of  effort  into
its design. In his mind,
it  was  his  home,  and
h e  g a v e  c a r e f u l
consideration  to  each
point of interest. Later,
a n  o p p o r t u n i t y
emerged  for  Junior  to
purchase  the  house
back  from  the  Brills,
and  he  took  i t .  He
moved his wife, Linnie
Mae Inman Whitshank,
and  the i r  son  and
daughter,  Red  and
Merrick, into the house.
To be continued... Here
Is  A  Preview Of  What
Y o u  W i l l  G e t :  -  A
summarized version of
the book. - You will find
the  book  analyzed  to
further strengthen your
know ledge .  -  Fun
m u l t i p l e  c h o i c e
quizzes,  along  with
answers  to  help  you
learn  about  the  book.
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Get a copy, and learn
everything  about  A
Spool  of  Blue  Thread.

The Tin Can Tree

A Novel Vintage
"To  read  a  novel  by
Anne Tyler is to fall in
love." —PEOPLE In this
novel  filled  with
"emotional  power"
(The New York Times),
in  the  small  town  of
Larksville,  the  Pike
family is hopelessly out
of  step with  the daily
rhythms  of  life.  Mrs.
Pike  seldom  speaks,
w h i l e  M r .  P i k e
maintains  a  forced
stoicism.  Only  their
ten-year-old,  Simon,
s e e m s  a b l e  t o
acknowledge that their
world has changed. He
j u s t  d o e s n ’ t
understand  why.  The
Pikes  may  choose  to
stand still, to hide from
an  unnameable  past,
but the strange shroud

over their home cannot
be contained. Soon it’s
inching its way toward
their neighbors, where
brothers  Ansel  and
James  wi l l  have  to
confront their own dark
secrets if they want to
b r i n g  t h e i r
neighborhood back out
into the light.

A  S p o o l  o f  B l u e
Thread:  A  Novel  by
Anne  Tyler  (Trivia-
On-Books)
Trivia-on-Book: A Spool
of Blue Thread by Anne
T y l e r  T a k e  t h e
challenge yourself and
share  it  with  friends
and family for a time of
fun!  A  Spool  of  Blue
Thread  tells  the  story
o f  y o u r  t y p i c a l
American family – or so
i t  s e e m s .  T h e
Whitshanks have lived
in the Whitshank house
for generations. As the
head  of  the  family  is
aging  and  his  wife  is
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suffering  from
dementia,  their  now
grown-up  chi ldren
moved  back  to  their
house  promising  to
take care of them. With
a house full of children
and  two  dogs,  things
start to unfold as each
sibling  brings  to  light
previous  issues  and
comes  to  terms  with
each  other .  Wor ld
renowned author, Anne
Taylor  takes  us  into
another  family  drama
story  that  will  move
the reader’s emotions.
You may have read the
book,  but  not  have
liked it. You may have
liked the book, but not
be a fan. You may call
yourself a fan, but few
truly  are.  Are  you  a
fan? Trivia-on-Books is
an  independent ly
curated  trivia  quiz  on
the  book  for  readers,
students,  and  fans
alike.  Whether  you're
l o o k i n g  f o r  n e w

materials  to  the  book
or  would  like  to  take
the  challenge  yourself
and share it with your
friends and family for a
time of  fun,  Trivia-on-
Books  p rov ides  a
unique  approach  to  A
Spool  of  Blue  Thread
by  Anne  Tyler  that  is
both  insightful  and
educational!  Features
You'll Find Inside: • 30
M u l t i p l e  c h o i c e
questions on the book,
plots,  characters  and
author  •  Insightful
commentary to answer
e v e r y  q u e s t i o n  •
Complementary  quiz
material for yourself or
your  reading  group  •
Results  provided  with
scores  to  determine
"status"  Promising
qual i ty  and  value,
come  play  your  trivia
of a favorite book!

Summary of A Spool
of Blue Thread
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B y  A n n e  T y l e r  |
Includes  Analysis
Idreambooks

Love, Nina

A  Nanny  Wr i tes
Home Little, Brown
"Breezy,  sophisticated,
hilarious,  rude  and
aching with sweetness:
Love,  Nina  might  be
the  most  charming
book I've ever read." --
Maria  Semple,  author
of  Where'd  You  Go,
Bernadette  In  1982,
20-year-old Nina Stibbe
moved  to  London  to
work as a nanny to two
opinionated  and  lively
y o u n g  b o y s .  I n
frequent  letters  home
to  her  s ister ,  Nina
described her trials and
triumphs: there's a cat
n o b o d y  l i k e s ,
suppertime visits  from
a  f a m o u s  l o c a l
p l a y w r i g h t ,  a
mysteriously  unpaid
milk bill, and repeated

misadventures  parking
the family  car.  Dinner
table discussions cover
the  gamut,  from  the
grea ts  o f  Eng l i sh
literature,  to  swearing
in German, to sexually
transmitted  diseases.
There's no end to what
Nina  can  learn  from
these  boys  ( r ude
words) and their broad-
minded  mother  (the
who's  who  of  literary
London).  A  charming,
hi lar ious,  sweet ly
inspiring celebration of
bad  food  and  good
company,  Love,  Nina
m a k e s  a  y o u n g
woman's adventures in
a  new  wor ld  come
alive.

Celestial  Navigation
Vintage
First published 1974.

Teenage  Wasteland
Vintage
Daisy Coble had been a
good  mother,  and  so



A Spool Of Blue Thread 41

41

she  was  ashamed  to
find  out  from  Donny’s
teacher  that  he  had
been misbehaving.  He
w a s  n o i s y ,  l a z y ,
disruptive, and he was
caught  smoking.  At
night,  she  lay  awake
wondering  where  she
had  gone  wrong,  and
how  she  could  have
fai led  as  a  parent.
Unsure  of  hersel f ,
Da i sy  fo l l ows  the
advice of professionals,
and  h i res  Donny  a
t u t o r  w i t h  s o m e
unusual  ideas  to  set
the  boy  straight.  But,
has  the  gap  between
them  grown  too  wide
t o  b r i d g e ?  F i r s t
appearing in the pages
o f  S e v e n t e e n
Magazine,  “Teenage
W a s t e l a n d ”  h a s
become  one  of  Anne
Tyler’s  most  widely
b e l o v e d  s h o r t
stories—an  affecting
and  masterful  portrait
of  a  life  interrupted

and  a  fami ly  come
undone.  A  Vintage
Short.

A  Single  Thread
Viking
After  the  Great  War
took both her beloved
brother and her fiancZ,
Violet  Speedwell  has
become  a  "surplus
woman , "  one  o f  a
generation  doomed to
a  life  of  spinsterhood.
She  is  drawn  into  a
society of women who
embroider kneelers for
the  cathedral.  When
forces  threaten  her
new independence and
another  war  appears
on  the  horizon,  she
fights  to  put  down
roots in a place where
women aren't expected
to grow.grow.

A Slipping Down Life
Random House
'Wickedly  good'  John
Upd ike  In  a  sma l l
Southern  town,  shy
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teenager  Evie  Decker
becomes  obsessed
with  local  rock  singer
Bertram  'Drumstrings'
Casey, and decides to
take  her  life  into  her
own hands.  When she
manages to meet him,
she  bursts  out  of  her
lonely  shell  and  their
two  l i ves  become
u n f o r g e t t a b l y

entwined.  **ANNE
TYLER HAS SOLD OVER
1  M ILL ION  BOOKS
WORLDWIDE** 'One of
my  favourite  authors'
Liane  Moriarty  'She
spins  gold'  Elizabeth
Buchan 'Anne Tyler has
no  peer'  Anita  Shreve
'A  masterly  author'
Sebastian  Faulks


